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Religious conversion is always

an interesting topic, whether

it involves changing from
membership of one religious
community to another (St Paul, St
Augustine), or from one branch
of a religious community to
another (John Wesley, John Henry
Newman), and it is particularly
interesting if the process which
lies behind it is explained through
autobiography.

This account of conversion

from a Muslim background to
Christianity in the context of Iran is
a fascinating example of this genre,
and the author, who is a member of
the congregation at Christ Church
in Morningside, has told her story
in a clear and informative way,
outlining very effectively the range
of factors which was responsible
for her life-changing decision to be
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A Life in Two Worlds
Farifteh V. Robh

H:w: you ever wondered what it is like 1o survive a Revohition, be a religious
convert, adopt a different nationality, start afresh in a new discipline, and fall
deeply in love in spite of the obstacles? This engaging book is the story of a
woman's jowrney between two cultures—her Persian Muslim heritage and her
Chaistian life in Scotand. It describes the challenges she has feced in Iran and
Europe, as well a5 her determinarion o remain loval o both worlds, Wrinen with
passion, candid reflection, and a gentle wit, this boot is sure 1o appeal to all who
live in a multi-culmral society.

Farifteh Robb [née Hafezi) BA, MSe, PRD, began her career as
an acadernic in Tran before re-training az a nurse and midwife
in the UK. Born in Switzerland and raised as a Musdlim in a
Persian family, she has lived in Europe and the Middle East
She was baptized in Tehran during the final years of the Shah's
reign and survived both the lslamic Revolution and its
2 mave to Britain and marriage 1o a

th. Her

Scontich doctor have enabled her to embrace a new life greatly
enhanced by her intimate connection with two caltures, rwo
religions, and two very different professions.
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baptised into the Anglican Church in Iran in 1978.

Without giving the whole story away, the main factors involved were
aesthetic (the atmosphere in a Roman Catholic church in Switzerland
opposite to the school which she attended); cultural (an interest in
English and French literature, leading to enrolling for a PhD in the
University of Nottingham on ‘Faith and Doubt in 19th century English
Poetry’); and, personal (the hospitality offered, especially at Christmas
time, by the Methodist university chaplaincy in Nottingham, by the
Department of Theology and a local Anglican church in the same city,
and by several Roman Catholic communities in connection with her PhD

research).

The author also chronicles very effectively how, after a long gestation
period, her encounter with a Persian-speaking expression of Christianity,
back in Iran, led her to join the small Christian community in her home
country, under the leadership of Bishop Hasan Dehqgani-Tafti.

Just a year later, Iran underwent the Islamic Revolution, which resulted
in the closure of the Department of English in which the author lectured.
This led to a complete change of career, to nursing, which led to the
resumption of a previous friendship, which in turn led to marriage and
family life in Edinburgh, and the pursuit of many other interests such as
music. The whole story is beautifully told, and the book can therefore be
thoroughly recommended as an example of a remarkable ‘Journey of

Faith’ in the 20th and 21st centuries.

GAZETTE

Appointments

Rev Andrew Cooper was instituted
as rector of St John’s, Jedburgh on
13 September

Rev Christine Downey is to be
instituted as rector of St Mary’s,
Dalmahoy on 14 December

Rev Rosie Addis (above) was
licensed as a Team Priest at St

John’s Princes Street, Edinburgh
on 29 October

Rev Jane Green was ordained
Priest on 14 September

Rev Oliver Brewer-Lennon was
ordained Priest on 21 September.

Rev Margaret Pedersen and
The Rev Jacqui du Rocher were
ordained to the Diaconate on 24

September.

SAVE THE DATE ...

Saturday 28 April 2018 at St Mary’s
Cathedral, there will be a Growing
Together All Age Celebration.
Look out for more details closer to
the time.

The Diocese of Edinburgh | 15



